ADOPTED – JANUARY 28, 2020

AGENDA ITEM NO. 49
Introduced by the Law & Courts and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE A CONTRACT FOR DELINQUENCY ATTORNEY SERVICES

RESOLUTION #20 – 045

WHEREAS, the Circuit Court Juvenile Division, by statute and Constitution, must provide legal counsel to juveniles in delinquency cases who are indigent; and

WHEREAS, the Circuit Court Juvenile Division, to reduce cost for attorney fees and provide consistent and efficient legal services for juveniles, has contracted with attorneys; and

WHEREAS, the 2020 budget approved by the Board of Commissioners, authorizes funds to contract with specific attorneys to provide legal representation; and

WHEREAS, the attorneys are selected by the judiciary based on exceptional qualifications, such as good standing with the State Bar of Michigan, familiarity with this specific area of law, and a well-known reputation for zealously advocating for their clients; and

WHEREAS, Attorney Robert Ochodnicky has been providing legal counsel for juvenile delinquency cases assigned to Judge Richard J. Garcia; and

WHEREAS, in calendar year 2019, Attorney Robert Ochodnicky was paid $1,271.14 monthly; and 

WHEREAS, in order to provide competitive compensation for attorney services, the Juvenile Division intends to increase compensation for Attorney Robert Ochodicky by 2%; and

WHEREAS, if authorized the Circuit Court Juvenile Division would compensate Attorney Robert Ochodnicky to provide legal representation for delinquency cases assigned to Judge Richard J. Garcia, effective January 1, 2020 through December 31, 2020 in the amount of $1,296.56 per month, not to exceed $15,558.75. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners is hereby authorized to enter into a contract with Attorney Robert Ochodicky, for Judge Richard J. Garcia’s delinquency cases, at $1,296.56 per month, not to exceed $15,558.72.  The contract would be effective 01/01/2020 through 12/31/2020.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chairperson of the Ingham County Board of Commissioners is hereby authorized to sign any necessary contract documents on behalf of the County after approval as to form by the County Attorney.

LAW & COURTS:  Yeas:  Slaughter, Polsdofer, Celentino, Crenshaw, Sebolt, Trubac, Schafer

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  01/16/2020
FINANCE:  Yeas:  Morgan, Grebner, Crenshaw, Polsdofer, Schafer, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Tennis     Approved  01/22/2020
